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Artist and Advocate Kenneth Zakee grew up in Cleveland, Ohio.  Since childhood, Zakee has 

embraced art.  Art has been at the center of his life throughout his life.  For Zakee, art is his therapy as it 

is for the hundreds of people, he inspires every day through his poetry and African inspired artistry.   

Kenneth attended East Technical High School.  While in school, Kenneth became a member of the 

Karamu House, an historic Black Theater Company established in Cleveland more than 100 years ago.  

The word Karamu means a place for joyful gathering.  At the Karamu House, he studied acting and 

appeared in several groundbreaking productions that highlighted the trials, tribulations, and triumphs of 

the African – American experience.  

Kenneth also embarked on a professional modeling career and worked in Cleveland, New York, and 

Chicago.  While living in Cleveland , his interests in politics led him to join the 21st Congressional Caucus 

under the leadership of the venerable Congressman Louis Stokes.  Kenneth served as Chairman of the 

Crime and Safety Committee.  He was a community activist.   

Inspired by his colleagues, Zakee enrolled in Morehouse College (1986) where he studied psychology.  

While at Morehouse, he toured with the Morehouse College King Players Acting Guild.  He wrote for the 

Morehouse Maroon Tiger newspaper/yearbook.  In addition, he helped to co-found one of America’s 

first African Fraternity, Kemet Asen.  (1988)  This fraternity of inspired brothers were committed to 

scholarship and service to the African American community. 

In his professional career, Zakee worked and served as a substance abuse counselor for men in recovery, 

during which time he founded the Kalonji Brotherhood for men in recovery.  All while working, he has 

created and presented his artwork as a tool of healing by inspiring cultural pride of Black people. 

Highlights of his Community Arts and Social Justice Work Include: 

• Serving as Program Director for Trinity House – Big Bethel from 2007-2012. 

• Founder, Club Kuumba Open Mic for poets and poetry lovers, a weekly/monthly session held 

from 1993-2000 

• 1st Place Prize in the National Black Arts Festival Poetry Contest for self-published authors for 

three books of poetry in 1994. 

• Co-Founder of Akenti Rites of Passage (1991-2005).  Currently, Zakee works with youth (boys 

ages 7 – 16 years old) and teaches them life skills and art appreciation. 



If you have visited and shopped in southwest Atlanta, you will find his handcrafted greetings cards on 

display at several local venues including the APEX Museum, Sevandana Natural Foods and the Shrine of 

the Black Madonna. 

For decades, Zakee has made his signature African-inspired wearable art.  His one-of-kind designs are 

readily identified and frequently seen throughout metro Atlanta.   

As a visual artist, Zakee’s unique Gourd Art features the Adinkra symbols from the ancient kingdoms of 

Ghana, West Africa.  These colorful, cultural, inspirational works of art adorn the homes of families and 

hang on the walls of offices, bookstores, galleries and coffee shops in Atlanta and are on display in 

venues across the country. 

Over the years, you can find Kenneth serving as a Master of Ceremony and emceeing and sharing his 

poetry during community festivals and cultural events including Kwanza and Juneteenth throughout 

Metro Atlanta. 


